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TYLER — A season with state champi-
onship aspirations for Grandview came 
crashing to a halt with a disappointing 
10-0 loss in six innings to Atlanta in 
game 3 of the Class 3A Region II semi-
finals Friday at Mike Carter Field.

The Zebras were held to only two 
base hits and were uncharacteristically 
sloppy defensively with five errors.

“Whether you lose by 1 or 10, it’s going 
to be heartbreaking when your season 
comes to an end,” Grandview Coach 
Riley Good said. “I just think we got 
down a couple runs and we started try-
ing to do too much. We pride ourselves 
on playing fundamental baseball, and 
it was the one time all year we failed to 
do that.”

Good said the difference in the series 
overall was Atlanta’s ability to execute 
in certain situations more consistently 
than the Zebras were able to.

“They executed better than we did 
is all it comes down to,” Good said. 
“Against great teams like Atlanta, we 
can’t have mental lapses like we did. 

WHITEHOUSE — Through 
five-plus innings of game 3 
in their Class 4A Region II 
semifinal showdown against 
Liberty-Eylau, the Godley 
Wildcats seemed to be in com-
plete control and appeared well 
on their way to a regional finals 
appearance. But things went 
south quickly in the bottom 
of the sixth inning as Liberty-
Eylau scored five runs for a 
come-from-behind 5-3 win.

It was a tough loss for a God-
ley team that dominated the 
majority of the winner-take-all 
game 3 as Landry McKittrick 

took a no-hitter into the fifth 
inning before Liberty-Eylau 
finally got a base hit with a two-
out single before taking control 
in the sixth.

“It’s tough to lose and your 
season end in general,” Godley 
Coach Brent Lewis said. “Our 
guys have played well and really 
good all year long. We knew that 
this series was going to be a bat-
tle. It was two very even teams. 
Landry pitched well for us for 
five innings, he got tired and 
they just hit the ball. They did 
a good job of hitting it where we 
weren’t. It always sucks to lose 
but we’re proud of our guys. We 
got a lot farther than a lot of peo-
ple thought we would.”

With Godley protecting a 3-0 
lead, the Leopards opened the 
bottom of the sixth inning with 
a hit-by-pitch and back-to-back 
singles to load the bases with no 

outs. After a pitching change, 
the Leopards tied the game with 
one swing of the bat as Gage Bel-
latti hit a bases-clearing triple to 
even up the score at 3-3.

But Liberty-Eylau (29-10-
2) wasn’t satisfied with tying 
things up. The Leopards took 
the lead on the very next pitch 
as Bryce Blackwell hit an RBI 
double for a 4-3 lead. After a 
walk and groundout, Dylan Gar-
ton hit an RBI single to center 
field to push the Leopards’ lead 
to 5-3.

“I think Liberty-Eylau just hit 
the ball where we weren’t for 
that one inning,” Lewis said. 
“Landry was pitching really 
well. Kole Allen came in for us 
and he’s a good pitcher. They 
didn’t hit it real hard, they just 
found holes where we weren’t a 

OMAHA, Neb. — Arkan-
sas was rewarded Monday for 
its dominant run through the 
Southeastern Conference, land-
ing the No. 1 national seed in the 
NCAA baseball tournament.

The Razorbacks (46-10) won 
all 10 of their SEC series and 
wrapped up their first confer-
ence tournament championship 
on Sunday. After losing three 
straight games in March, the 
Hogs never lost consecutive 
games.

This is the third tournament 
in a row that Arkansas has been 
a top-eight national seed.

“It’s still really special just 
to sit there and see your name 
called,” Arkansas Coach Dave 
Van Horn said after his team 
gathered to watch the selection 
show. “Such a good season up to 
this point.”

The 64-team tournament 
opens Friday in 16 regionals. 
Winners advance to eight best-
of-three super regionals. Those 
winners move on to the College 
World Series in Omaha.

The top eight national seeds 
are assured of hosting super 
regionals if they win their 
regionals.

The national seeds follow-
ing Arkansas: Texas (42-15), 
Tennessee (45-16), Vanderbilt 
(40-15), Arizona (40-15), TCU 
(40-17), Mississippi State (40-
15) and Texas Tech.

Texas has its highest national 
seed since it was No. 2 in 2010, 
and the program will be making 
its NCAA-best 60th appearance 
in the tournament.

Tennessee, at No. 3, is hosting 
a regional for the first time since 
2005, the year the Volunteers 
last advanced to the CWS. There 
was a more relaxed vibe around 
the team on Monday compared 
with in 2019, when the Vols 
barely made the tournament 
with a losing SEC record.

“Guys are playing hacky sack 
two minutes before the (selec-
tion show) starts,” Coach Tony 
Vitello said. “Really, after 30 
minutes of the show or when 
we knew who we would play in 
Game 1, they kind of were ready 
to move on.”

Vanderbilt, making its SEC-
best 15th straight tournament 
appearance, will be going for 
its third national championship 
since 2014 after winning the 

Arkansas, Texas, 
TCU among top 
seeds in NCAA 

Tournament
BY ERIC OLSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Godley loses lead in 6th inning in season-ending defeat

BY A.J. CRISP
SPORTS@TRCLE.COM

Liberty-Eylau erases 3-0 
deficit for 5-3 win in game 

3 of 4A Region II semis

Bitter Ending
Grandview falls to Atlanta, 10-0, in game 3 of regional semifinals

BY A.J. CRISP
SPORTS@TRCLE.COM
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A 2021 season with state championship hopes came to an earlier-than-anticipated end for the Grandview Zebras, who lost game 3 
of the Class 3A Region II semifinals to Atlanta on Friday.

Godley Snapshot | Special to the Times-Review

Godley junior Landry McKittrick (11) and senior Braden Karnes share 
a special moment after the Wildcats’ season-ending loss Saturday.SEE GODLEY, PAGE 11

SEE NCAA, PAGE 11

A.J. Crisp | Times-Review

A fantastic 2021 season for Donnie Dycus and the Grandview Zebras ended a couple 
wins shy of the UIL state tournament.SEE ZEBRAS, PAGE 11
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Friends, family members and 
county officials kept the 413th 
District Courtroom standing 
room only throughout Friday’s 
farewell celebration for for-
mer Johnson County Auditor 
Kirk Kirkpatrick. Kirkpatrick 
retired last week after 20 years 
of service with the county pre-
ceded by 20 years with other 
counties.

Local district judges and 
members of the Johnson 
County Commissioners Court 
had earlier, on May 24, pre-
sented a memento trophy to 
Kirkpatrick in honor of his 
years of service to the county. 

“God says there’s always a 
time and a season for every-
thing Kirk and I know you 
know that,” Johnson County 
Judge Roger Harmon said 
during that meeting. “Kirk’s 
reached the part in his life 
where changes are coming but 
it’s a great honor for us to be 
able to recognize you today and 
your 20 years of service and 
dedication to Johnson County 
and its citizens.

“You worked very closely 
with this court during your 
time here and I can’t believe 
it’s been 20 years already. The 
years go by very quickly.”

That they do, Kirkpatrick 
said during Friday’s celebra-
tion.

“Over the last several months 
I’ve started to realize how 
much I’m going to miss John-
son County,” Kirkpatrick said. 
“A lot of good people I’ve met 
during my time here.”

Kirkpatrick said the time 
was right, however, for he and 
his wife to move closer to their 
children and grandchildren 
among other plans.

“I have a lot of things 
planned,” Kirkpatrick said. 
“That’s what makes my retire-
ment so exciting. If I didn’t not 
have so much on my agenda I 
would be wondering what the 

Auditor 
bid adieu

By Matthew Smith
msmith@trcle.com

Kirkpatrick served county 
20 years

SEE ADIEU, Page 5

Remembering the fallen
Memorial Day

Rotarian Dan Taylor, during 
Thursday’s annual Cleburne 
Rotary Club Vocational Service 
Excellence Awards presen-
tation, typified this year’s 
conferrees as worthy difference 
makers.

“When I look at the bios of the 
recipients today it makes me 

proud to be living in Cleburne, 
Texas and to know we have 
people like this here working 
to serve our community,” Tay-
lor said. “It’s amazing.”

A l l ,  Taylor  c ont i nued, 
exemplify the Rotary Club’s 
objective, which is to “foster 
the ideal of service as a basis of 
worthy enterprise.”

Cleburne Rotary Club Presi-
dent Jared Treesh agreed.

“We have an incredible group 
of people here today and I thank 
each of you for what you do for 
our community,” Treesh said.

Cleburne Police Officer Kerri 
Abbott was the first of sev-
eral called forth to receive the 
award.

A 20-year veteran of the 

Service recognized by Rotary club
By Matt Smith
msmith@trcle.com

SEE ROTARY, Page 5

Monica Faram | Times-Review
Helen Ayers Patton, granddaughter of Gen. George Patton, speaks at a Memorial Day ceremony held at Chisholm Trail Outdoor 
Museum. Bottom left: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 50 member Marty Peters tolls the bell to recognize the lives lost at war. Bottom 
right: Veteran Charles Varner salutes the audience. Visit cleburnetimesreview.com for the full story.

Cleburne Police 
Officer Kerri 
Abbott receives 
a Cleburne 
Rotary Club 
Vocational 
Service 
Excellence 
Award.

Matt Smith | Times-
Review
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from the front

department, Abbott over-
sees the Cleburne Police 
Department’s Community 
Services Unit and serves 
as the department’s com-
munity resource officer. 
In that role, Abbott has 
developed and managed 
numerous programs for 
the benefit of the commu-
nity including the Police 
Explorer/Cadet Program.

T h e  y e a r - r o u n d 
program provides a com-
prehensive overview and 
hands on experience to 
youth interested in pur-
suing law enforcement 
careers. 

Abbott also coordinates 
Teen Academy, an annual 
one-week summer pro-
gram for middle school 
students and an intern-
ship program whereby 
Cleburne High School 
juniors and seniors may 
receive academic credit 
by volunteering for CPD.

In addition to those 
duties, Abbott has taught 
Rape Aggression Defense 
training classes to area 
women over the past 
several years and man-
ages the department’s 
guardian program. That 
program assists law 
enforcement officers in 
interacting with and out-
reach efforts to residents 
who may be non-ver-
bal and/or affected by 
Alzheimer’s or dementia.

Abbott also serves on 
the Texas Law Enforce-
ment Explorer Advisors 
Association’s board of 
directors and with the 
Cleburne Christian Wom-
en’s Job Corps.

“We’re appreciative of 
the Cleburne Rotary Club 
and all they do to sup-
port public service in our 
community,” Cleburne 
Police Chief Rob Sever-
ance said. “We consider 

them a strong partner in 
our efforts to provide a 
higher quality of life in 
Cleburne.”

CPD’s Meritorious Con-
duct Board nominated 
Abbott for the Rotary 
award, Severance said.

“Kerri does so much for 
our department and Cle-
burne through her work 
with our community out-
reach efforts,” Severance 
said. “Recently, she coor-
dinated our spring picnic 
event at Carver Park, 
which was a great event 
that included many of our 
partners throughout the 
city as well as non profits 
and other groups.”

Taylor next called CHS 
Heavy Equipment Techni-
cian Program instructor 
Dennis Querry front and 
center to receive his Voca-
tional Service Excellence 
Award.

Querry, a CHS graduate 
and former Holt Cater-
pillar employee, brings 
“critical knowledge of the 
industry” needed by stu-
dents hoping to enter the 
field, Taylor said.

Taylor spoke of Quer-
ry’s commitment and 

hard work to build the 
recently-launched pro-
gram from scratch.

Querry, before he offi-
cially started, began 
setting the facility up 
so that things would be 
in order and ready to go 
once students arrived. 
Since then he’s worked 
to secure grants to fund 
and improve the program 
and to expand internship 
opportunities for stu-
dents. He did so, Taylor 
said, during the chal-
lenges of COVID-19 and 
the fact that 30 percent 
of students were work-
ing remotely from home 
when the current school 
year began.

“It’s great today that 
the Rotary Club has rec-
ognized Dennis and the 
work he’s done,” Cleburne 
ISD Superintendent Kyle 
Heath said. “We’re cer-
tainly excited for the 
program he’s helped 
start and very grateful 
that the Rotary Club has 
recognized the efforts 
of our teachers and 
staff through the years. 
They’ve always been sup-
portive of our district and 

have done so many things 
to contribute and provide 
services to our students 
and staff.”

Cleburne Fire Chief 
Scott Lail said that when 
asked, as he had been in 
previous years, by the 
Cleburne Rotary Club to 
nominate an individual 
from the fire department 
for the award he simply 
couldn’t do it.

“I knew I couldn’t nomi-
nate just one person,” Lail 
said. “The reason behind 
that is that all during this 
pandemic it’s been all 
hands on deck. So I asked 
the Rotary Club if it would 
be possible to spread that 
award over the entire 
department, and they so 
graciously agreed to that.”

It’s been a challenging 
400 plus days to say the 
least, Lail said, during 
which several members 
of the department ran a 
COVID-19 testing center, 
became vaccine providers 
and ultimately operated a 
vaccine hub.

Thanks to the efforts 

of the Cleburne Fire 
Department and others 
who partnered with them 
2,200  people were tested 
for COV ID -19 whi le 
25,276 vaccines were 
administered over a 147-
day period with 12,398 
having been fully vac-
cinated at the Cleburne 
hub.

“Those were people 
from all over Texas, mul-
tiple states and eight 
foreign countries,” Lail 
said. “The furthest of 
which were Bosnia and 
Venezuela so I feel like we 
made a dent.”

All of which required 
a team effort, Lail said, 
adding that the usual 
firefighter business of 
responding to calls didn’t 
pause just because a 
global pandemic crashed 
the party.

“CFD responded to 
7,416 calls for service 
during that time and 
never missed a call,” Lail 
said. “Those at the hub 
saw their lives change 
because they were vac-

cinating people. The 
remaining firefighters 
lives changed because 
every call they went on 
was treated as a COVID-
19 - p o s i t i v e  p at i e nt 
because the firefighters 
had to protect them-
selves, their families and 
crew mates. So they were 
going out putting PPE, 
face shields and every-
thing on on every call. 
That made their jobs 
exponentially harder  but 
they never missed a call.

“For me that is service 
excellence from a group 
of people and that’s why 
I turned down the award 
for a single person. It had 
to be the whole group this 
year.”

Rotarian and former 
Cleburne Mayor Tom 
Hazlewood commended 
the department’s hard 
work throughout the pan-
demic.

“I couldn’t be more 
proud of them,” Hazle-
wood said. “They made 
a big difference in a lot of 
peoples’ lives.”
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Receive a 
$25 Lowe’s 
Gift Card w/

Estimate
**

75%�OFF
LABOR
Does not include 
cost of material.

Expiresd 5/31/2021.

• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves, debris & more
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*

Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute-home product consultation 
will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. O�er sponsored by LeafGuard Holding Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This o�er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following person are not eligible for this o�er:  Employees of 
Company or a�liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current 
and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or great value if it deems it necessary. Gift 
card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States mail or e-mailed within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 
or discount of any kind. O�er not sponsored by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 5/31/2021.

next stop is. But I’m not 
wondering that so it’s 
actually wonderful.”

In addition to building 
a new home, Kirkpatrick 
said he plans to start a 
construction business 
with his son.

District judges and 
other of f icia ls com-
mended Kirkpatrick for 
having made a positive 
difference in the county 
during his tenure both 
professionally and civi-
cally. 

“Kirk has been a huge 
help to me throughout my 
time here,” County Com-
missioner Larry Woolley 
said. “I sit next to him in 
the commissioners court-

room and we have a lot 
of interaction there. He’s 
given me a lot of guidance 
over the last six and a half 
years I’ve been here.”

Woolley credited as 
well Kirkpatrick’s dedi-
cation and influence.

“How many can say 
they ’ve worked as a 
county auditor for 40 
years?” Woolley said. 
“That’s a remarkable 
employment track record.

“Kirk’s also very well 
respected around the 
state. When I talk to other 
officials around the state 
a lot of them know of Kirk 
and he’s got a great repu-
tation.”

Although appreciative 
of the support of so many, 
Kirkpatrick credited the 
success of his office to 
his staff and the support 

of other county officials.
Local district judges 

Bill Bosworth, Wayne 
Br idewel l  a nd S yd-
ney Hewlett recently 
appointed Steven Watson 

as Kirkpatrick’s replace-
ment.

Watson prev iously 
served as senior inter-
nal auditor for Tarrant 
County having previ-

ously served as Palo Pinto 
County’s auditor. Before 
that, Watson worked for a 
family-owned oil and gas 
business in Mineral Wells 
and in nonprofit manage-

ment.
Watson on Friday said 

he’s honored to have been 
chosen Johnson County’s 
new auditor.

“Absolutely,” Watson 
said. “I first met Kirk 
about eight years ago and 
have always respected 
him. He’s done a fantas-
tic job here and laid the 
groundwork for someone 
with similar experience 
to step in.

“ We  b ot h  worke d 
for two other counties 
before coming to John-
son County. When I 
heard Kirk was planning 
to retire it was bitter-
sweet. I’m happy for him 
that he’s going on to new 
things but also looking 
forward to the opening 
of a new opportunity for 
me in Johnson County.”

Adieu
From Page 1

Rotary
From Page 1

Matt Smith | Times-Review
Former Johnson County Auditor Kirk Kirkpatrick, left, visits with incoming Auditor Steven 
Watson. Kirkpatrick retired last week after 20 years with the county.


